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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  HARPENDEN 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Harpenden  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Genti  emen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the  Health  of 
Harpenden  for  the  Year  1949. 

The  year  1949  proved  to  be  a very  healthy  year  for 
Harpenden.  Generally  speaking  the  summer  was  very  hot  and 
dry  and  this  complicated  the  very  difficult  problem  of  the  River 
Lea  which  for  most  of  the  summer,  at  any  rate,  had  about  90% 
of  its  flow  composed  of  sewage  effluent  from  Luton.  An  injunc- 
tion was  obtained  by  two  private  individuals  against  Luton 
Corporation  for  polluting  the  River  Lea  and  a time  limit  was  laid 
down  within  which  this  pollution  should  be  abated.  I am  afraid 
I cannot  report  any  material  improvement  in  the  river  during  1949, 
though  latterly  (I  am  writing  in  August  1950)  there  does  appear 
to  have  been  some  considerable  improvement,  but  this  may  be  in 
part,  at  any  rate,  due  to  a considerably  increased  rainfall  during 
1950  thereby  diluting  the  stream.  The  problem  before  Luton 
Corporation  of  giving  an  effluent  which  at  times  constitutes  about 
90%  of  the  fluid  in  the  river  is  an  extremely  difficult  one  and  a 
further  extension  of  time  has  been  granted  by  the  courts. 

I think  it  will  be  understood  that  a thoroughly  bad  effluent 
discharge  into  a very  big  river  is  so  diluted  as  to  be  more  or  less 
harmless,  but  the  standard  of  effluent  required  when  that  effluent 
constitutes  90%  of  the  flow  of  the  river  must  be  extremely  high. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  which  came  into  force  on  1st 
October  1949  to  begin  with  led  to  some  confusion  and  it  was  by 
no  means  clear  just  how  far  the  responsibility  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  was  transferred  to  other  departments.  I am  convinced, 
however,  that  nothing  in  the  order  takes  away  the  primary  respon- 
sibility of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  enquire  into  all  circum- 


s 


stances  in  his  area  affecting  the  health  of  the  people.  We  have, 
therefore,  continued  to  take  samples  of  milk  in  the  course  of 
delivery  and  if  the  sample  is  found  to  be  in  any  way  prejudicial  to 
health  we  follow  that  up,  if  necessary  even  by  taking  samples  from 
individual  cows  at  the  farms.  It  may  be  held  that  this  is  going 
beyond  the  duties  left  to  a Medical  Officer  of  Health  by  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Order  but  with  this  view  I do  not  concur. 

The  most  difficult  condition  to  deal  with  is  the  presence  of 
Brucella  abortus  in  milk.  This  is  very  widespread  throughout  the 
country  and  does  arise,  though  comparatively  rarely,  to  cases  of 
Undulent  Fever  in  human  beings.  Such  cases  require,  in  my 
opinion,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  follow  to  its  source — that 
is  the  individual  cow — the  cause  of  the  infection,  but  of  course 
I always  inform  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  so  that 
they  may  treat  the  herd  or  cow  concerned.  The  duty  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  finishes  when  he  has  either  by  insisting 
on  the  milk  being  properly  pasteurised  or  otherwise  heat  treated, 
prevented  the  risk  of  infection  being  carried  to  human  beings.  The 
treatment  of  the  animal  is  not  wuthin  his  scope. 

To  you  Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen,  I wish  to  record 
my  sincere  thanks  for  all  consideration  and  help  you  have  at  all 
times  shown  me  and  to  my  staff  I wish  to  record  my  sincere  thanks 
for  their  effort  and  conscientious  performance  of  their  duties. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  C.  SLEIGH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  on  the  Rate  Books: — 

Dwellinghouses  

Shops  with  living  accommodation  

Licensed  Premises  with  living  accommodation 
Rateable  Value  


3A57 

14.550 


4.204 

79 

24 

£138,064 


Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  . . . 

...  ... 

• . . 

£558 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Live  Births — Legitimate  

121 

99 

220 

Illegitimate  

4 

4 

8 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

population  

Stillbirths 

1 

15-7 

I 

2 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  

68 

83 

151 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population  

IO.4 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

Rate  per  1,000  (total 
Deaths  live  and  stillbirths) 

Puerperal  Sepsis  — — 

Other  Maternal  Causes  — — 

Total  — — 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 Year 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  22  4 

Illegitimate  — — 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of 

age.  All  Infants  per  1,000  live 

births  17.5 

Births 

The  number  of  births  during  1948  was  228. 


Deaths. 

There  were  151  Deaths. 
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Causes  of  Death 


ALL  CAUSES 

M. 

68 

F. 

63 

i Typhoid  Fever,  etc. 

2 Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

• • . 

... 

3 Scarlet  Fever 

• • . 

... 

4 Whooping  Cough 

... 

... 

5 Diphtheria 

... 

6 Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

2 

... 

7 Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

... 

8 Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

. . . 

9 Influenza  ... 

... 

2 

io  Measles 

... 

ix  Ac.  polio-myel:  and  polio-enceph: 

. . • 

... 

12  Ac.  inf:  enceph. 

1 

... 

13  Cancer  of  buc:  cav:  and  oesoph;  (M)  uterus  (F)  ... 

2 

... 

14  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . 

3 

15  Cancer  of  breast 

... 

3 

16  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

6 

8 

17  Diabetes  ... 

... 

1 

18  Intracranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

7 

16 

19  Heart  diseases  ... 

24 

21 

20  Other  diseases  of  circ.  system  ... 

7 

21  Bronchitis 

3 

3 

22  Pneumonia 

2 

3 

23  Other  respiratory  diseases 

2 

24  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

1 

25  Diarrhoea,  under  2 years 

26  Appendicitis 

... 

1 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

2 

3 

28  Nephritis  ... 

1 

1 

29  Puer:  and  post-abort:  sepsis 

30  Other  maternal  causes  ... 

31  Premature  birth  ... 

I 

32  Con:  mal:  birth  inj:  infant:  diseases 

3 

33  Suicide  

34  Road  traffic  accidents  ... 

35  Other  violent  causes 

1 

1 

8 

1 

1 

36  All  other  causes  ... 

6 

8 


Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality 
and  Case-rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year  1949. 
Provisional  figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns. 

126  County  148  Smaller 
Borough  and  Towns  (Resi- 
England  Great  Towns  dent  Population  London 
and  (including  25,000 — 50,000  Administrative 

Wales  London)  at  1031  Census)  County 


Births  Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population 


Live  Births 

167  (,i) 

187 

i8-  0 

18-5 

Still  births 

Deaths 

°'39  (a) 

0-47 

0-40 

°'37 

All  Causes 

117(4) 

125 

n*6 

12-2 

Typhoid  & paratyphoid 

O'OO 

0-00 

0*00 

000 

Whooping  cough 

O-OI 

0*02 

O-OI 

o-oi 

Diphtheria 

0*00 

O’OO 

o-oo 

0-00 

Tuberculosis 

o*45 

0-52 

0-42 

0-52 

Influenza 

0*15 

0-15 

O'  14 

on 

Smallpox 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and 

O'OO 

0-00 

— 

— 

polioencephalitis 

0*01 

0-02 

0*02 

OOI 

Pneumonia 

Notifications  (Corrected) 

0-51 

0-56 

0*49 

0-59 

Typhoid  fever  ... 

OOI 

0-01 

O-OI 

O-OI 

Paratyphoid  fever 

O'Ol 

0-02 

0*01 

O-OI 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

0*02 

o'Oj 

0-02 

0-02 

Scarlet  fever 

1-63 

172 

1-83 

1-46 

Whooping  cough 

2*39 

2-44 

2'39 

1-70 

Diphtheria 

0-04 

0-05 

0-04 

0-07 

Smallpox 

0-00 

O'OO 

o-oo 

0-00 

Erysipelas 

0-19 

O'  20 

019 

0-17 

Measles  ... 

8*95 

8-91 

9-18 

8'54 

Pneumonia 

o-8o 

0-91 

0-65 

°’55 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

0-13 

0-13 

0-12 

o-i8 

Acute  polioencephalitis 

O'OI 

o-oi 

0-02 

O’OI 

Food  poisoning  ... 

Deaths 

All  causes  under  1 year 

0-14 

0-16  0-14 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

0-19 

of  age 

Enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

32(6) 

37 

30 

29 

under  2 years  of  age  .. 

• 3'0 

3'8 

2-4 

1-7 

Notifications  (Corrected) 
Puerperal  fever  and 

Rates  per 

1,000  Total 

(Live  and  Still) 

Births 

pyrexia 

6-31 

8-14 

5'30 

6-82 

Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wale9 


International  List  No. 
and  cause 

140.  Abortion  with  sepsis 

14 1.  Abortion  without 

sepsis 

147.  Puerperal  infections 

142. -146,  148-150.  Other 
maternal  causes 


Rates  per  1,000  Total 
( Lire  and  Still)  Births 
on 

o 05 
on 

071 


Rates  per  million  women 
aged  15-44 
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(a)  Rates  per  1,000  total  population.  ( b ) Per  1,000  related  live  births. 


ANALYSIS  OF  INFANT  MORTALITY. 
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Analysis  of  Infant  Mortality. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  this  year  was  17.5.  This  compares 
with  11. 7 last  year,  but  it  only  amounts  to  in  actual  facts  4 deaths. 
Two,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  table  were  from  premature  births  and 
one  from  congenital  malformation.  The  remaining  case  was  due 
to  injury  at  birth,  but  in  this  case  all  possible  skilled  assistance 
was  available. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 
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Minor  Ailments — children  treated  in  own  homes  or  at  local  school 


WELFARE  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS— continued. 
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WELFARE  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS— continued. 
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WELFARE  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS— continued 
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WELFARE  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS— continued. 
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Child 
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Child 
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Post-Natal 
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V.D.  (men) 
2.0-4 

Child 

Guidance 

Child 

Guidance 

lie  cases  referred  to  Doctor  a 
p.m.,  except  Tuesday  evenir 
lich  cannot  be  received  at  h 
n Court  Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

Tuesday 

V.D. 
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5.0-7 

Children 

11.0 

Child 
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Child 
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Monday 

St.  Albans 
Patients 

2.0 

1 

Child 

Guidance 

Child 
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Ophthaln 
or  6 and  7 
(Cases  wt 
Wellingto 

AM. 

or 

P.M. 

'TU'B 

p.m. 

a.m. 

£ 

ci, 

a.m. 

p.m. 

a.m. 

p.m. 

Address  of  Centre 
and  Telephone  No. 

Osterhills  Hospital, 
Normandy  Road 
(St.  Albans  2211) 

Chest  Clinic, 

Osterhills  Hospital. 

The  Clinic, 

Hill  End 

(St.  Albans  5555) 

Fifield  House, 

Manor  Road, 

Lemsford  Road 
(St.  Albans  266). 

St.  Albans  & Mid 

Herts  Hospital, 

Verulam  Road. 

Place 

St.  Albans 

(continued) 
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WELFARE  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS— continued. 
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National  Health  Service  Act. 

fhc  arrangements  made  by  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council 
for  the  implementation  of  this  Act,  and  especially  the  scheme  ol 
Divisional  Medical  Officers,  has,  in  my  opinion,  proved  a very 
great  success,  lhe  figuies  for  maternal  and  infantile  mortality 
certainly  bear  this  out  and  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
from  enquiries  of  my  colleagues  in  other  parts  of  the  country  the 
Hertfordshire  scheme  is  the  best  in  England.  The  taking  away 
of  maternity  and  child  welfare,  and  school  medical  services,  from 
the  small  local  authorities  has  caused  many  heart  burnings,  but 
the  Act  is  an  act  and  Hertfordshire  have  applied  that  Act  in  the 
way  that  secures  the  greatest  possible  benefit  to  all.  The  appoint- 
ment of  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  Divisional  Medical 
Officer  is  intended  to  give  you  as  close  a link  as  is  possible  under 
the  Act  with  the  “ personal  services  ” provided  by  the  “ Local 
Health  Authority,”  i.e.  the  County  Council,  and  I am  at  all  times 
only  too  pleased  to  answer  questions  on  such  County  Health 
Services  as  you  may  wish  to  ask. 

You,  the  members  of  the  council,  are  obviously  in  close 
touch  with  the  people  for  whom  these  services  are  provided  and 
incidentally  paid  by.  If  you  hear  of  something  going  apparently 
wrong  please  tell  me,  either  in  Committee  or  elsewhere  and  I shall 
do  my  utmost  to  deal  with  the  complaint. 


Ambulance  Service. 

This,  under  the  Act,  comes  under  the  Hertfordshire  County 
Council.  The  calls  on  the  service  have  remained  very  high- 
three  or  four  times  what  they  were  before  the  war — possibly 
because  it  is  free. 

A further  complication  arises  owing  to  the  fact  that  Hill  End 
Hospital  is  a branch  of  St.  Bartholomews  Hospital,  London.  Now 
St.  Bartholomews  Hospital  is  the  main  hospital  for  the  North 
East  Metropolitan  Division,  stretching  right  up  to  Norwich  and 
beyond.  Many  cases  from  the  Eastern  counties  who  come  in  the 
first  instance  to  St.  Bartholomews  in  London,  are  transferred  to 
Hill  End  and  then  have  to  be  taken  home  by  ambulance  to  the 
Eastern  counties.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  authority  in  whose  area 
the  patient  actually  is  at  the  time  of  requiring  an  ambulance,  to 
provide  that  ambulance.  We  have,  therefore,  to  provide  many 
journeys  to  Norwich  and  that  district. 

It  has  always  appeared  to  me  to  be  an  unfair  provision  of 
the  Act  requiring  local  health  authorities  to  provide  the  ambulance 
service.  I regard  ambulances  as  an  essential  part  of  the  hospital 
service,  and  in  my  opinion  they  should  come  under  the  Hospital 
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Board  who  could  arrange  for  the  transfers  between  hospitals  in 
their  areas  on  a much  more  economical  and  certainly  a much  fairer 
basis  than  that  Hertfordshire,  for  instance,  should  have  to  pay  for 
the  transport  of  Norfolk  cases  from  Hill  End  to  their  homes. 
Each  case  requiring  an  ambulance  to  travel  for  more  than  fifty 
miles  from  St.  Albans  requires  my  personal  consent  and  this  consent 
is  by  no  means  freely  given.  I have  had  requests  for  an  ambulance 
to  take  a case  to  Largs  in  Scotland,  and  Holyhead  in  Wales  to 
journey  on  to  Ireland,  but  we  are  able  to  make  arrangements  for 
such  long  distance  cases  to  be  taken  to  a London  terminal  railway 
station,  a compartment  booked,  and  an  ambulance  to  meet  them 
at  the  other  end  of  their  journey.  In  most  cases  for  long  distance 
journeys  this  is  by  far  the  most  satisfactory  scheme. 

General  Organisation. 

The  Service  continues  to  operate  on  the  lines  described  in  the 
iast  Annual  Report,  though  improvements  in  administration  and 
control  have  made  it  possible  to  deal  with  a very  considerable 
increase  in  calls  without  any  increase  in  Staff.  The  improvements 
include  the  setting  up  of  a “ key  ” ambulance  system  intended 
to  ensure  the  availability  of  ambulances  for  emergency  cases  with- 
out undue  delay  even  when  the  Brigade  is  working  under  very 
heavy  pressure  of  normal  work.  For  this  purpose  “ key  ” 
ambulances  are  held  at  St.  Albans,  Watford,  East  Barnet  and 
Hemel  Hempstead  in  the  West  Division  of  the  County,  and  these 
vehicles  are  not  allowed  to  leave  their  stations  except  for  accidents 
or  emergency  cases. 

Personnel. 

Whilst  the  number  of  staff  is  unaltered,  new  duty  rotas  have 
been  devised  to  ensure  the  greatest  availability  of  personnel  in  the 
Division  at  the  time  of  peak  demand  for  transport;  and  at  the 
same  time  to  reduce  the  number  of  men  on  duty  at  slack  periods. 
All  men  have  to  qualify  for  the  Certificate  of  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Association  and  receive  training  (partly  by  means  of 
a film)  in  emergency  maternity  work.  They  are  encouraged  also 
to  take  the  examinations  of  the  Institute  of  Certified  Ambulance 
Personnel. 

Calls. 

The  following  schedule  shows  weekly  statistics  of  calls  for 
the  whole  of  1949.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  total  number 
of  calls  received  during  the  ten  months  covered  by  the  last  report 
was  615,  so  the  calls  have  this  year  increased  at  the  rate  of  64 
per  cent. 
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THE  HARPENDEN  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL 

The  Harpenden  Memorial  Hospital  forms  part  of  the  Luton 
and  Hitchin  Group,  administered  by  the  Management  Committee 
under  the  North-West  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
Four  House  Committees  have  been  appointed  by  the  Management 
Committee,  one  of  which  is  concerned  with  this  Hospital  and  foi 
this  purpose  the  Hospital  is  linked  with  Welwyn  and  Stevenage. 

Statistics. 

No.  of  beds  available 


Medical  and  Surgical  

18 

Maternity  

11 

No.  of  admissions  during  the  year  1949 

29 

...  608 

No.  of  births 

228 

Still-births 

3 

No.  of  In-patient  days 

...  6,251 

Out-patients — Physiotherapy 

New  Patients 

...  786 

Attendances  ... 

...  9»5oo 

Casualty — 

New  Patients  

...  738 

Attendances  ...  ...  

...  930 

Specialist  Consultations 

...  389 

School  Medical  Service 

The  health  of  the  school  children  in  the  area  has  been  very 
good  indeed  and  the  general  standard  of  nutrition  considerably 
higher  than  I have  noticed  in  other  parts  of  the  country  where  1 
had  the  honour  to  serve.  The  area  has  been  fortunate  in  having 
such  a large  proportion  of  new  up  to  date  schools  built  shortly 
before  the  war.  There  are  a few  schools,  but  they  are  compara- 
tively few,  which  fall  very  far  short  of  modem  standards,  but 
it  is  expected  that  these  will  be  replaced  within  a measurable 
period  of  time. 

All  school  medical  record  cards  are  now  kept  at  the  central 
office,  and  after  explaining  the  need  for  this  to  the  head  teachers 
I found  them  only  too  willing  to  agree  to  this  proposal. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  District  Nursing  Sisters  are  available  for  all  cases  of 
domiciliary  nursing  which  includes  Midwifery  and  General  Nursing 
and  in  all  cases  where  a request  is  made  personally  or  at  the 
request  of  the  Doctor  in  attendance, 
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Domestic  Help  Service. 

This  Service  is  administered  by  the  Herts  County  Council 
and  provides  domestic  help  for  households  where  such  help  is 
required  owing  to  the  presence  of  any  person  who  is  ill,  lying  in, 
an  expectant  mother,  mentally  defective,  aged  or  a child  not  over 
compulsory  school  age  within  the  meaning  of  the  Education  Act 
1944. 


SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

The  Public  Water  Supply  is  provided  by  the  Harpenden  Water 
Company  from  boreholes  at  Shakespeare  Road  and  East  Hyde  and 
both  quality  and  quantity  were  satisfactory  during  the  year. 

Drainage. 

The  total  quantity  of  sewage  treated  at  the  Sewage  Works 
was  205,214,000  gallons,  compared  with  204,560,120  gallons  in 

1948. 

The  rainfall  was  22.3  inches  compared  with  26.38  inches  in 
1948. 

Public  Baths. 

There  are  no  public  baths  in  the  Urban  District. 

Disposal  of  Household  Refuse. 

Pig  bins  placed  in  various  parts  of  the  town  were  in  use  foi 
collecting  swill  for  pig  food,  the  swill  being  disposed  of  to  Luton 
Corporation.  Luton  Corporation,  however,  informed  us  that  they 
were  unable  to  continue  this  and  on  representations  being  made 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  the  order  imposing  this  obligation  on  the 
Council  was  rescinded,  very  much  to  the  relief  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  as  these  bins  undoubtedly  constituted  a con- 
siderable nuisance.  It  was  certainly  very  difficult  to  put  across  to 
the  public  under  the  clean  food  campaign  the  necessity  of  cover- 
ing up  and  protecting  all  household  refuse  to  which  flies  might 
get  access  when  the  Council,  on  the  orders  of  the  Ministry,  had 
to  have  these  pig  bins  in  various  parts  of  the  town. 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING 

Rehousing  is  still  the  greatest  problem  confronting  the  Council. 
1 he  points  scheme  is  in  use  and  in  addition  all  certificates  from 
medical  practitioners  requesting  priority  for  any  of  their  patients 
are  submitted  to  me  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  I have  the 
power  to  allocate  additional  points  on  medical  grounds  without 
disclosing  my  icasons  for  doing  so.  In  extreme  cases  I also  have 
the  power  of  giving  absolute  priority  but  this  power  1 am  very 
unwilling  to  use  as,  of  course,  if  this  power  were  abused  it  would 
ruin  the  whole  points  scheme  with  which  I am  completelv  in 
favour. 

The  duty  thus  imposed  on  me  is  a very  difficult  one  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  on  occasions  I shall  make  mistakes  but  I can 
assure  the  Council  that  I shall  do  my  utmost  to  make  their  housing 
scheme  work  as  fairly  as  is  humanly  possible,  bearing  in  mind  the 
very  large  and  urgent  demand  for  houses. 

Points  are  allotted  independently  of  me  for  such  conditions 
as  overcrowding.  I therefore  never  give  points  for  conditions 
which  already  attract  points  under  the  housing  points  scheme. 
Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  59 

(b)  By  private  enterprise  (includes  7 cottages 

for  agricultural  workers  ...  ...  ...  20 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  167 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  276 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (Consolidated) 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  10 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  ofticers  91 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  Formal  Notice: — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  w'hich  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  Formal  Notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  new  Model  Byelaws  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  have 
been  adopted  by  the  Council.  These  Byelaws,  probably  the 
strongest  that  could  have  got  through  at  present,  are  by  no 
means  sufficiently  strong  to  enable  us  to  insist  on  proper  cleanliness 
in  food  shops,  but  they  are,  at  any  rate,  an  improvement,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that,  given  the  necessary  experience,  we  will  be 
able  in  the  near  future  to  have  them  strengthened. 
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SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


(a)  Notifiable  Diseases  (other  fihati  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1949. 


Disease. 

Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Pneumonia 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Erysipelas 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Malaria 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 
Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 

Dysentery  ...  ...  • 

Infective  Hepatitis 


Total  Cases  Deaths 

15 

6 

1 

2 ... 

2 


47 

73 

1 


(b)  Infectious  Diseases  (Ages). 


Age 

Periods 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

| Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

| Typhoid  and 
j Paratyphoid 

| Ophthalmia 
| Neonatorum 

Acute 

j Poliomyelitis 

| Cerebro 
j Spinal  Fever 

Malaria 

j Dysentery 

| Infective 
j Hepatitis 

0 - 

6 

4 

, , , 

. • • 

... 

• . • 

• • • 

• • » 

... 

• • • 

1 — 

7 

11 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 — 

14 

19 

... 

3 

... 

... 

... 

5 — 

16 

29 

5 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

10  — 

1 

5 

... 

7 

... 

... 

... 

... 

15  — 

1 

3 

1 

3 

... 

... 

1 

... 

25  — 

2 

2 

... 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

45  — 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

65 

and  upwards 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Totals  ... 

47 

73 

6 

15 

2 

1 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

1 

25 


The  separation  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  from  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  undoubtedly  had  a most  unfortunate 
effect.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  still  remains  the  person  in 
charge  of  the  control  of  Infectious  Diseases,  but  he  has  no  control 
over  where  most  of  the  cases  are — that  is,  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital. 

The  outbreak  of  smallpox  in  the  early  part  of  1950  in 
Glasgow  where  the  hospital  in  which  the  first  case  arose  was, 
as  elsewhere,  not  under  the  control  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
emphasises  this  very  serious  defect  in  the  National  Health  Service 
Act.  Circular  R.H. B. (50)75  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  appears  to 
me  to  be  no  more  than  a pious  hope  that  things  will  improve. 

I have  received  every  possible  co-operation  from  Dr.  Stam- 
mers, the  Medical  Officer  and  Miss  Gordon,  the  matron  of  the 
hospital,  and  this  has  mitigated  the  disadvantage  to  a very  large 
extent,  but  Miss  Gordon  has  gone  and  what  the  future  may  hold 
1 do  not  know. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

These  are  admitted  to  Sisters’  Hospital,  St.  Albans  or  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  at  Luton.  This  does  at  times  lead 
to  confusion.  Cases  are  often  quite  rightly  sent  in  for  observation 
before  the  diagnosis  can  be  certain,  and  as  happened  in  a case 
of  Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  it  is  some  considerable  time  before 
I,  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  hear  anything  about  it. 

Smallpox. 

There  were  no  cases  during  1949. 

Cancer. 

The  facilities  for  diagnosis  are  General  Practitioners  and 
Hospitals. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  22  allocated  as  follows: — 

M.  F. 

Buc.  Cav.  and  Oesoph  (M)  Uterus  (F)  2 — 

Stomach  and  Duodenum  3 — 

Breast  — 3 

All  other  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 8 

Diphtheria. 

Fifteen  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year — 
most  of  them  from  children’s  institutions  within  the  borough.  All 
except  one  were  mild.  The  immunisation  history  of  all  these 
cases  was  gone  into  but  many  of  them  came  from  a considerable 
distance  and  the  history  was  by  no  means  reliable.  Eventually  a 
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carrier  was  found  in  the  institution  and  all  children  and  staff  who 
came  in  contact  with  the  children  were  immunised.  Since  then 
no  further  cases  have  arisen. 

Poliomyelitis. 

On  referring  to  the  table  on  page  24  it  will  be  seen  that  we 
had  a total  of  2 cases  of  Poliomyelitis.  Each  one  was  very  fully 
investigated  but  one  could  not  definitely  say  there  was  any  con- 
nection between  any  of  them. 

There  would  appear  to  be  no  doubt  that  this  disease  was 
infinitely  more  widespread  than  \Ve  knew.  In  several  cases  several 
members  of  a family  had  all  the  preliminary  symptoms  but  no 
paralysis  subsequently  developed.  I have  little  doubt  that  these 
were  true  cases  which  recovered  completely,  and  without  paralysis 
it  was  impossible  to  give  a definite  diagnosis.  It  is  equally  certain 
that  there  were  other  cases  in  other  families  which  showed  no 
paralysis.  Quite  likely  they  did  not  even  call  in  their  own  doctor 
and  no-one  has  any  knowledge  of  how  many  there  were.  It  might 
be  said  that  all  cases  with  the  slightest  suspicion  should  have  had 
a lumbar  puncture  done,  but  this  minor  operation  is  not  entirely 
without  risk  and  to  lumbar  puncture  everyone  who  had  apparently 
a cold  in  the  head  with  a little  bit  of  temperature  could  not 
possibly  be  justified. 

Yet  in  all  probability  this  is  the  method  of  spread — that  is, 
cases  which  we  know  nothing  about  are  capable  of  infecting 
others  and  some  of  the  others  develop  the  typical  paralysis.  What 
the  proportion  is  we  do  not  know  but  I would  estimate  that  there 
are  at  least  ten  cases  which  show  no  signs  of  paralysis  and  are 
therefore  not  diagnosed,  for  each  case  which  comes  to  our  notice 
for  official  notification.  The  others  have  all  made  very  good 
recoveries,  thanks  largely  to  the  very  skilled  attention  they  received 
from  the  Medical  Officer  in  charge  and  the  staff  at  Sisters’  Hospital, 
coupled  with  the  after  care  and  rehabilitation  which  we  were  able 
to  arrange  by  courtesy  of  the  Royal  National  Orthopaedic  Hospital 
at  Stanmore. 

As  a matter  of  fact  there  was  one  additional  case  known  in 
Harpenden  where,  owing  to  the  operations  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  the  official  notification  has  not  yet  come  to  me. 

Tuberculosis. 


The  number  of  cases  remaining  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of 
1949  was  as  follows: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pu lmonary 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

M. 

F. 

23 

12 

8 

9 

31 

21 

27 

REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


Summary  of  Inspections. 

General  Sanitation. 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  

Drainage  

Factories  ...  ...  

Mosquito  control 
Nuisances 

Petroleum  premises  

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ... 
Rodent  Control 
Smoke  observations 

Stables  and  Piggeries  

Tents,  vans  and  sheds 

Water  supply  

Miscellaneous  sanitary  visits 
Paddling  Pool  samples  

Housing, 

Under  Public  Health  Acts — 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  ... 
Additional  visits  paid  to  above  houses 
Under  Housing  Acts — 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  

Additional  visits  paid  to  above  houses 
Verminous  Premises — 

Number  of  houses  inspected  

Houses  disinfested  

Additional  visits  paid  to  above  houses 
Miscellaneous  house  inspections 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Inquiries  in  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  ... 

Visits  re  disinfection  ...  

Miscellaneous  visits 


9 

65 

13 

14 

5 

3 

47 

28 

4 

5 
42 

104 

36 

2 


33 

58 

29 

52 

12 

12 

13 
13 


24 

8 

33 
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Meat  and  other  Food#. 

Inspection  of  Food. 

Visits  to  shops  and  stalls  39 

General  Inspections 
Butchers  \ 

Fishmongers  \ as  shown  above  39 

Grocers  J 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  12 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 72 

Ice  Cream  premises,  handcarts  and  vehicles  ...  5^ 

Restaurants  39 

Watercress  growers  •••  7 

Sampling  and  visits  in'  connection  therewith — 

Milk — Bacteriological  2I7 

Milk — tubercle  bacilli  ^ 

Milk  churn  and  bottle  rinses  6 

Ice  cream ^ 

Water — Chemical  a 

Water — Bacteriological 1 

Miscellaneous  food  visits  x4° 

GENERAL  SANITATION. 

Drainage. 

Three  premises  previously  drained  to  cesspools  were  con- 
nected to  the  main  sewer  during  the  year.  The  Council  bear  the 
cost  of  one  emptying  of  a cesspool  each  year  for  premises  that 
are  not  within  a reasonable  distance  of  the  Council’s  sewers. 

All  alterations,  adaptations  and  repairs  to  existing  drainage 
systems  are  supervised  by  the  Department. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948. 
Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 
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Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

The  Hertfordshire  County  Council  continued  to  operate  a 
rodent  control  scheme  in  the  district  until  April  when  this  Council 
accepted  delegation  of  powers  under  the  above  Act. 

This  Council  have  since  operated  a scheme  whereby  an  in- 
clusive charge,  covering  labour  and  all  materials,  is  made  for 
treating  infestations  on  private  premises.  Premises  likely  to  be 
habitually  infested  can  be  treated  monthly  by  annual  contract. 
Factories  and  business  premises  can  also  be  treated  in  this  manner 
and  the  annual  charge  will  vary  according  to  the  size  of  the 
premises  and  the  degree  of  infestation. 

One  rodent  operator  is  employed  on  this  work  and  the  scheme 
is  progressing  satisfactorily. 


Council  property. 


Careful  supervision  of  the  Council’s  Depots  and  Stores  was 
maintained  during  the  year  and  any  infestation  of  the  Sewage 
Works  was  dealt  with  by  the  Manager. 

Regular  test  and  maintenance  treatment  of  the  public  sewers 
in  previous  years  had  revealed  that  most  of  the  area  continued 
to  be  free  from  infestation  and  in  the  treatments  carried  out  during 
the  year  particular  attention  was  therefore  paid  to  the  few  areas 
known  to  be  continually  or  intermittently  infested. 


Test  Treatment,  commenced  21st  June,  1949: — 


Total  number  of  manholes  in  district 
Number  tested 

Number  of  manholes  showing  prebait 
takes  and  treated  with  sausage  rusk 
and  zinc  phosphide 

Estimated  kill  


450  approx. 

75 


5i 

116  rats 


During  the  year  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 
was  enacted  and  will  come  into  force  on  31st  March,  1950. 


Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

During  the  year  seven  licences  were  issued  to  individuals  to 
use  caravans  within  the  district.  No  licences  were  issued  authoris- 
ing the  use  of  sites  for  caravans. 

No  unsatisfactory  conditions  were  found  as  a result  of  42 
visits  to  tents,  vans  and  sheds.  H 
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Water  supply. 

Routine  water  samples  for  chemical  examination  were  sent 
to  the  Clinical  Research  Association,  London,  W.C.I.,  and  samples 
for  bacteriological  examination  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Luton. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Water  Act,  1945’  eighteen  notices 
were  served  requiring  the  installation  of  a piped  water  supply  into 
dwelling  houses.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  installation  had  been 
completed  in  ten  of  the  properties  concerned. 


HOUSING 

Generally  speaking  the  condition  of  working  class  property 
in  the  district  is  above  average,  but  there  are  several  blocks  of 
obsolescent  cottages  that  will  have  to  be  scheduled  for  clearance 
as  soon  as  the  housing  shortage  is  alleviated. 

One  cottage  previously  scheduled  as  being  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  incapable ' of  being  rendered  fit  at  reasonable 
expense  was  demolished  during  the  year. 


Housing  Management. 

The  Council  now  own  372  permanent  houses,  51  emergency 
dwellings  at  Milford  Estate,  25  prefabricated  bungalows  at  Oakley 
Road,  8 emergency  huts  at  Cowper  Camp  making  a total  of  456 
housing  units.  In  addition  the  management  of  70  houses  on  the 
Longfield  Estate  is  the  responsibility  of  the  department. 

The  duties  entailed  in  this  connection  are  thus  steadily 
increasing  and  will  continue  to  increase  as  the  estates  grow  in 

size. 


4,760  interviews,  inspections  and  visits  were  undertaken  during 
the  year, 

The  department  is  responsible  for  the  operation  of  the 
Council’s  " Points  ” Scheme  for  rehousing,  the  management  and 
maintenance  of  all  Council  houses  and  two  emergency  hutted 
camps,  the  supervision  of  repairs  by  direct  labour  staff  and  by 
contract,  costing  of  repairs  and  liaison  between  the  Council  an 
the  Public  Utility  undertakings  in  connection  with  the  hire  of 
appliances  and  assessment  of  “ fixed  charges  ’ payable  in  the 

rents. 
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Sixty-six  families  were  rehoused  during  the  year  as  follows: — 


Couples  with  no  children  ...  ...  ...  17 

,,  ,,  1 child  or  first  expected  ...  14 

,,  ,,  2 children  or  second  expected  12 

,,  ,,  3 , 1 ,,  third  ,,  7 

»»  #t  4 »t  tt  fourth  ,,  4 

54 

Aged  people  rehoused  in  flats  ...  12 
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Housing  applicants  are  required  to  re-register  every  6 months 
in  order  to  keep  the  register  up  to  date.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
there  were  360  applicants  for  Council  accommodation  and  9 7 
applicants  for  private  building  licences. 

Summary — 

192  applicants  on  “ Active  List." 

99  ..  ,,  " Deferred  List."  (Residence  in  Har- 

penden  commenced  after  31st 
December,  1940) 

69  t.  ..  list  for  Aged  Peoples’  flats. 


Milford  Estate  Emergency  Dwellings. 

Fifty-one  families  were  rehoused  in  this  camp  during  the 
year.  Each  applicant  selected  for  this  type  of  accommodation  is 
treated  on  merit  and  need,  regardless  of  points,  time  on  list,  etc. 


The  " Points  ’’  scheme  in  operation  at  the 

end  of  the  year 

was 

as  follows:— 

r . 

Man  and  Wife  (1  Point  each) 

2 

2 . 

Widow  or  Widower 

2 

d- 

First  child,  either  sex,  over  10  years 

2 

4- 

Each  additional  child  over  10  years 

1 

5- 

Each  child  under  10  years 

1 

6. 

Expectant  mother 

1 

7- 

War  Service  in  H.M.  Forces  or  Merchant  Navy, 
before  31st  March,  1946: — 

Each  year  of  service 

f 

Each  year  overseas 

i 

8. 

Service  discharge  through  disability: — 

Either  man  or  wife 

1— s 

according  to  percentage 
pension 
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9. 

Direction  from  District  during  war  years: — 

Each  year  ... 

i 

10. 

Residence  in  District  of  Applicant  and  wife: — 

Each  year  ... 

i/ioth 

up  to  maximum  of  5 

II. 

If  existing  accommodation  is  unsatisfactory: — 

(a)  Overcrowding 

1—4 

( b ) Damp  or  insanitary 

1—4 

(c)  Health  reasons  (Doctor’s  or  Public 
Health  Dept.  Certificate  required) 

1—4 

12. 

Special  reasons 

1—4 

13-  Length  of  marriage  (since  September,  1939): — 


Each  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £ 

up  to  a maximum  of  2. 

14.  Length  of  time  on  List  (with  effect  from  Jan.  1st,  1946): — 

Each  6 months  ...  ...  ...  ...  £ 

Note. — (i)  All  applicants  resident  in  Harpenden  since  31st  December, 
1940,  placed  in  Category  C,  i.e.  the  “ Deferred  List.” 

(ii)  Engaged  couples  are  eligible  for  consideration  for  pointing  for 

” Man  and  Wife,”  and  special  reasons  if  they  can  show 
that  they  are  waiting,  and  have  need  for  housing 
accommodation,  before  they  can  marry. 

(iii)  No  application  can  receive  consideration  until  twelve  months 

have  elapsed  after  the  date  of  registration. 


The  scheme  is  periodically  reviewed  and,  in  the  light  of 
experience  gained,  modified  if  considered  necessary. 

It  became  increasingly  difficult  to  find  suitable  accommodation 
for  the  lower  income  groups  and  has  been  found  necessary  to 
introduce  new  registration  records  concerning  these  applicants 
and  a thorough  investigation  of  individual  circumstances. 

The  time  necessarily  devoted  to  interviews  by  the  department 
was  considerable  and  applicants  are  assured  that  circumstances 
brought  to  our  notice  are  fully  appreciated  and  due  consideration 
is  given  to  the  facts  of  each  case  before  reference  to  the  Housing 
Committee. 

There  is  still  a small  minority  of  Applicants  who  endeavour 
to  gain  priority  by  sheer  persistence,  call  continually  and  make 
unnecessary  enquiries  at  the  office,  all  to  no  purpose. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  INSPECTION. 

Meat  Inspection. 

All  home  killed  meat  consumed  in  this  district  is  inspected  at 
the  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse  at  Luton  by  the  Borough's 

Officers. 

The  following  meat  and  meat  products  were  condemned  as 
being  unht  for  human  consumption  in  premises  in  Harpenden 
during  the  year. 

Meat 


Home  killed  beef  941  ibs. 

Imported  beef  lbs 

yver ;;  272  lbs; 

Iongue  11  lbs. 

gacon 78£  lbs. 

Brawn  I5  Tins 

Corned  beef g7 

Sausages  " 1 Tin 

Meat  preparations  29  Tins 


Other  foods  inspection 


The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as  being  unfit  for 
human  consumption  and  destruction  or  salvage  was  arranged. 


Beans  

Beetroot 

Carrots 

Cheese  

Dates 

Dried  Egg  

Fish  canned  ... 

Fish  spread  

Fruit  canned 

Jam  

Je%  

Marmalade  

Milk,  Evaporated 
Milk  condensed 

Orange  juice 

Peas  

Raisins  

Tomatoes  

Vegetable  preparations 


8 

Tins 

3 

Tins 

3 

Tins 

37 

lbs. 

* 

case 

1 

Tin 

x34 

Tins 

129 

Tins 

13 

Tins 

5 

Tins 

2 

Tins 

12 

Tins 

293 

Tins 

34 

Tins 

5 

Tins 

15 

Tins 

30 

lbs. 

10 

Tins 

9 

Tins 
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Food  Preparing  Premises. 

In  September  1949  the  Minister  of  Food  issued  Model  Byelaws 
with  respect  to  the  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food  and 
Sale  of  Food  in  the  Open  Air,  strengthening  to  some  extent  the 
existing  legislation.  The  question  of  adopting  the  Byelaws  was 
being  considered  by  the  Council  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Structural  work  at  two  premises,  necessary  to  comply  with 
formal  notices,  outstanding  at  the  end  of  1948,  was  completed 
during  the  year. 


Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders. 

There  are,  in  the  district,  two  producer  retailers  of  ungraded 
milk,  three  producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk,  seven  registered 
dairies  and  twenty-one  registered  retailers. 

There  is  one  pasteurising  plant  in  the  district  owned  and 
operated  by  a Farmers  Society  the  members  of  which— with  one 
exception — send  their  milk  from  farms  outside  the  Urban  District 
boundary. 

The  Heat  Treated  other  than  Pasteurised  milk  that  is  sold 
by  two  retailers  is  obtained  from  outside  the  district. 

On  October  1st  1949  the  following  new  regulations  came  into 
force  affecting  milk  production  and  distribution. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations, 
1949. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 
Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

The  effect  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949  was  to  transfer 
the  powers  and  duties  of  local  authorities  regarding  the  production 
of  milk  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  The  Officers 
of  the  local  authority  ceased  their  supervision  of  milking  methods, 
sampling  on  the  farm  and  visits  to  farm  dairies  and  cowsheds. 
The  registers  relating  to  dairy  farms  were  no  longer  required  to  be 
maintained. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 
Milk)  Regulations  1949  transferred  the  responsibility  for  the  grant- 
ing of  dealers  (Pasteurisers’  and  Sterilisers’)  licences  from  local 
authorities  to  Food  and  Drugs  Authorities.  This  Council  remain 
responsible  for  the  granting  of  all  other  dealers'  licences  and 
supplementary  licences,  and  the  supervision  of  milk  distribution 
in  the  district  is  still  an  important  duty  of  your  Officers. 
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Constant  supervision  of  supplies  was  maintained  and  the 
following  samples  were  taken  during  the  year: — 


(a)  By  the  Local  Authority: 


Number 

Satis- 

Unsatis 

Type  of  Milk 

Examined 

factory 

factory 

Ungraded  

50 

17 

33 

Heat  Treated  other  than  Pasteurised 

18 

16 

2 

Pasteurised  (including  School  Milk) 

87 

67 

20 

Tuberculin  Tested  

60 

48 

12 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  ... 

2 

2 

— 

(b)  By  the  County  Council: 

217 

150 

67 

Pasteurised  (School)  

5 

5 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested  

5 

5 

— 

io  io 


Ice  Cream. 

There  were  22  retailers  on  the  Register  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  4 of  whom  manufactured  their  own  supply. 

As  previously  reported  the  following  interpretation  of  Article 
V.  of  the  Heat  Treatment  Regulations,  1947  was  adopted  by 
resolution  of  the  Council  to  take  effect  from  January  12th,  1948: — 

1.  All  barrows,  handcarts,  etc.,  shall  be  roofed  over  with  side 

screens,  leaving  front  and  back  open  for  serving. 

2.  Biscuit  containers  shall  be  covered. 

3.  Utensils  shall  be  kept  in  water  which  shall  be  frequently 

changed. 

4.  Soap,  towel  and  water  shall  be  provided  on  the  barrow  for  use 

by  the  vendor. 

N.B. — These  provisions  are  restricted  to  vehicles  from  which  loose 
ice  cream  is  sold. 

It  was  found  possible  by  the  adoption  of  this  measure  to 
effectively  control  sales  from  handcarts  and  barrows  of  vendors 
who  were  not  registered  by  this  authority.  Ice  cream  sold  in  the 
streets  and  on  the  Common  was  consequently  confined  to  the  pre- 
packed varieties,  or  when  loose,  from  vehicles  complying  with  the 
Council's  requirements. 
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Fifty-six  samples  were  taken,  the  results  being  fairly  satis- 
factory, as  shown  below: — 


Manufactured  and  Retailed  in  Harpenden 

Manufactured  outside 
Harpenden  and  sold  in  the 
District  from  handcarts 
and  vans 


I. 

5 


Manufactured  outside 
Harpenden  and  sold  from 
Shops  or  Cinemas 

Water  ices  


Loose  — 
Prepacked  2 


. Loose  io 
Prepacked  io 

(Satisfactory)  3 


Grade 

II.  III.  IV. 
II  — 


I — — 


9 

3 


2 

2 


2 

4 


1 (Unsatisfactory) 


30  15 


Article  5 of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment  Regulations  1947), 
provides  that: — 

“ Ice  Cream  shall  be  protected  from  dirt,  dust  or  other 
“ contamination  at  all  times  during  manufacture,  storage 
“ and  DISTRIBUTION,  and  all  apparatus  and  utensils 
“ brought  into  contact  with  ice  cream  during  its  manufacture, 
" storage  or  DISTRIBUTION  shall  be  thoroughly  cleansed 
“ immediately  after  use  and  shall  be  kept  clean  at  all  times.” 

ERIC  R.  R.  MENGHAM, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 
Housing  Manager. 


tv  1 » • ••  • V .'V  •.  ' •.  • • . > 

V 

I V, ^ V-  ^ * - tfr  ■ ^ I ^ >,.  • ■ ? C " :>  IK V- #;i V I'ZM m • ■■  - Z$ \ 

fi mf  W*M-  v .:■# ' t?f.  ■:.*$£'  &:  • 7:  ■ H:&  if  v-  , j$k?  If  ?«Wb 

* . ’ •••* 

:i  V-:  v V->. ■■"■■>:"  •■  t *&£WS  j V'  ,'*J1  '-v  • ' .-.  *V  V.  v' 


